CAREW    COMMUNITY    COUNCIL
Minutes of the Community Council of Carew  held on Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7 pm in the Committee Room, Carew Memorial Hall.
Present	Cllr Simon Hosker-Hicks (Chair)	Cllr Marina Griffiths
		Cllr Trevor Goodman			Cllr Madeleine Bland
		Cllr Alison Folder			County Councillor Vanessa Thomas
Apologies for absence
		Cllr Marcia Allen			Cllr Sarah Benbow
Remote Attendance -   There were no requests for remote attendance.
Declarations of Interest -  Cllr Simon Hosker Hicks (Noticeboards/Handyman)
Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2026 – It was proposed by Cllr Griffiths and seconded by Cllr Bland that the minutes from February were a true record and they were duly signed by Chair.
Matters Arising:
· Milton Marsh Walk Update -  Dwr Cymru reported that work on cutting back the inside of the fence will begin on Friday 13th March.   Further information on the fence will be updated thereafter.
· Milton Caravan Park – Response sent  that the access is no longer required.  
· Litter picking – County Councillor Thomas has  added all Councillors addresses for the extra litter picking bag should  independent clean up initiatives be undertaken .  Date for litter picking event agreed for Saturday 28th March at 10 am at Carew Memorial Hall.
Clean up of Whitehill Defibrillator Box would also be undertaken. 
· One quote received for Valuation of Carew Memorial Hall.  Further quote awaited. 
BACS payments -   Following discussion and deliberation it was agreed by all present that Cllr Simon Hosker-Hicks name be added to the Mandate for dual authorisation of BACS payments.   Until this established with the Bank cheques for invoices will be issued.
Play Areas  
·  Increase in insurance premium adding in climbing frame and roundabout in Carew Play Area. £72.43.
· Play Ground inspections.   -   One quote so far  .   £1159.98 for both areas – Milton and Carew.
· SLAs to PCC  paid in July 2025   noted  . 
· Update on the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant applied for  from  Sinead Heneghan  -   decision date moved to 20th to 23rd March.  
· Carew Playground Carousel/roundabout needs the bearings  greased.  Cllr Trevor Goodman and Chair kindly agreed to look into this as per the Maintenance Schedule sent by Wicksteed.  
· Carew Castle to be contacted to ensure the wooden fence around the National Parks Car Park is maintained and PCC to be informed this is not part of the Play Area Inspection. 
· Cllr Bland agreed to contact Pembrokeshire Coast National Parks regarding the volunteers undertaking repairs to the fence at Milton Play Area .
· List for repairs for Handyman to be compiled in regard to the Playgrounds at Milton and Carew. 
· Notices in Playgrounds at Milton and Carew to be purchased -  “ No Dogs” in Milton playground  and “Please Shut the Gate” in both Milton and Carew..
· To organise Plan for further play equipment refurbishment/replacement.  
Noticeboards update  - Chair declared an interest in this matter and withdrew from discussion.   Information required  as to what form of  Community Council sign on the Noticeboards is preferable.   Following discussion it was agreed to communicate to the installer that a Vinyl format would be suitable.   
Also a list of contact numbers for Community Council to be added to the Noticeboards when they are installed. 
Burial Fees –   Current and new Church in Wales fees had been distributed to Councillors.  Following deliberation it was agreed to adopt the current Church in Wales fees for Carew Newton (Zoar) Cemetery.  Request for reservation of two plots received and the cost for reservation unchanged from previous year.  
Grass Cutting Agreement  – The Agreement completed and signed by All The Seasons Gardening  Services and cutting back of hedges will be undertaken shortly. 
Review of Policies –  The following policies were amended/redrafted and following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Folder and seconded by Cllr Goodman that these policies be adopted on this date:
Mission Statement 
Data Retention and Storage
Disciplinary policy and Procedure
Bullying and Harassment.
Clerks Salary Review -  Following deliberation and discussion it was agreed and resolved that the Clerk’s Salary be increased in line with the SLCC rates 2025/26 pay point 19.  
Community Engagement -  To discuss a date for this and format of the event -  Date agreed for 20th May 6 pm to 8 pm.  Light refreshments to be provided and Chair agreed to advertise this on the CCC FB page and local social media pages  
Young Peoples Engagement -   Update from Chair – Litter picking initiatives will be undertaken as part of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme by the young person who expressed an interest.   Further engagement with regards to the survey for young people in the Parish would be undertaken separately.  
Councillors Remuneration   -  In line with the Democracy and  Boundaries Commission Councillors to receive £156 remuneration.    County Councillor Vanessa Thomas declined this remuneration and will communicate this to the Clerk as per guidelines.    Resolved -  cheques be issued to Councillors.  
Appointment of Internal Auditor for Audit Wales Return – Internal Auditor from last  year has agreed to  undertake the Internal Audit of the accounts for year end 31st March 2026. 
Review of local organisations & social media pages  - CCC FB page,  Sageston Community, Milton Village Community, Redberth Village FB pages
Carew village shop, Sports Club to be added when information  appropriate for these platforms.

Cllr Griffiths informed that the Carew Memorial Hall will shortly be launching a website.

Planning:
· Decision by PCC  Part approved, part refused.   25/0858/ DOC  Discharge of conditions 3 (foul and surface water) & 4 (WSI) on planning permission 24/0975/PA  (Replacement of lawful residential chalet with dwelling, as well as removal of static caravan, ancillary structures and installation of replacement package treatment plant) -    Sweet Nothings   Redberth.  Noted.  
· Decision by PCC – approved -   25/0827/PA – Minnis Pitts Car Port . Noted.
Correspondence sent to  Councillors :
· Solar Panels information 
· Senedd Elections   Polling Clerk application.  7th and 8th May 2026 .
· OVW   Bulletin   17.   Repair Cafes.
· OVW   Nominations for National Awards on 1st July 2026 in Llanelwedd
· Jeffreyston and Llansteffan and Llandybri Clerk vacancies from OVW.
· PAVS get together 10th March and other dates.   
· PCC – Working Better Together   Thursday 12th March 7.30 pm .
· OVW  - Biodiversity packages     
· Road closure Deer Park Lane 13th March for 6 weeks  - Telecom works. 
· OVW -  Older People’s Commissioner for Wales  Newsletter.
· OVW -  Reminder  -  OVW & Planning Aid Wales webinar 19th March 10.30 – 1.30pm
· OVW -  Devolution of Services Training session    
Clerk  asked if there will be a recording post meeting for Councillors to view but this not available. 
· Annual Remuneration Report 2026/2027.
· OVW -  Bulletin 18.
· Health Board engagement on future model of care for Clinical Services Plan. 
· OVW -  notice of cancellation of Lunch and Learn event 3rd March 
· PCC  Consultation on the discontinuation of Manorbier School
· OVW – Cost of Living Crisis Project.
Invoices for payment & bank account balances: 
·  Invoice  Redlynch  leisure  –  at the last meeting  an amount of £14,750 was agreed to be paid pending receipt of the invoice.     The invoice is  £17,700  including VAT. £14750 + 20% VAT.  
· Invoice from PCC  for grit/salt bin. £238 inc VAT .
· Invoice Zurich Insurance for additional play  £72.43
· Viking £28.08
· One Voice Wales Subscription  £340 .
It was proposed resolved by all present that these invoices be paid.
· HMRC PAYE   3 months from December, January and February paid out of meeting.  £201.60.  All present agreed to this out of meeting payment.
Regular SO/DDs 
· Website – DD  £36.96.     
· West Wales Systems DD  £51.00
· Clerks Salary SO  £294.80
· HMRC PAYE £67.20 SO  -  
· Received  Carew Memorial Hall Car Park rent £90.(23/2/26 ) – 
· Bank Account Balances - Current Account    £41,213.98 .    Deposit -  £786.32
Thank you and acknowledgement of receipt of donation of £50 received from Paul Sartori .
Policing Matters -  Information on  Hate crime information for the area a will  be available shortly from PCSO .
PCSO To be asked to inspect the area of Saunders Road on Carew Park Estate regarding parking on the pavement.
County Councillors Report – County Councillor Thomas informed of the meeting with the Chief Executive of Pembrokeshire County Council who undertook a visit to a number of areas within the Parish.    
County Councillor Thomas updated Councillors on various  meetings she attended online and in County Hall of a variety of matters.   
County Councillor Thomas will make contact with  a Caravan Park owner following communication received.
County Councillor Thomas was made aware of the potholes in the village and agreed to help with getting these repaired.  
“What’s Been Happening”, General Discussion
· Whitehill junction potholes and road surface reported to PCC.
Items for Agenda for April 2026 meeting  -   
· End of year Accounts
· Carew Castle Estates half year rent.
Date and time of next meeting  -   The next meeting of Carew Community Council will be held on Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 7 pm in the Committee Room of Carew Memorial Hall.
Chair thanked all for attending the meeting and declared the meeting closed. 

SIGNED:  ……………………………………………….

DATE:    …………………………………………………..
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